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815.393.3414  
basketcasesunlimited.com 

Basketcases 

Unlimited  

Classes for 2012 

Committed to nurturing and   

preserving the  pioneer spirit of  

Traditional American craftwork  

since 1995. 



Things You Should Know  

²Ƙȅ .ŀǎƪŜǘŎŀǎŜǎΚ 
 .ŀǎƪŜǘŎŀǎŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǉǳƛƭǝƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ 
ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎΣ ǉǳƛƭǘǎΣ ƘŜǊōǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴǝǉǳŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǎΦ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ IƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ŦŀōǊƛŎΣ ǉǳƛƭǝƴƎΣ ǊǳƎ ƘƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŀƊǎǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ 
 /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ .ƛǊŎƘ aŎvǳƛƭƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴƴŀ [ŀǊǎƻƴ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ мффм ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘ-Ǌƛǎƪ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΦ 
 Lƴ мффр ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ .ŀǎƪŜǘŎŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǊƴ 
ŎǊƛō ƻƴ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴϥǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ ! ƴŜǿ ōŀǊƴ ǿŀǎ 
ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ нллм ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǧƭŜ ōŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘŜŘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǝƳŜΦ 
 .ŀǎƪŜǘŎŀǎŜǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǉǳƛƭǘ ǎƘƻǇ ŎŜƭŜπ
ōǊŀǝƴƎ  мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎǊŀƊǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ .ŀǎƪŜǘŎŀǎŜǎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǊǳǊŀƭ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƭŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ wƻǳǘŜ сп ƻƴ aŀƭǘŀ wƻŀŘΦ 
[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ōŀǊƴΗ 

Registration:   
When you register for a class, you can secure your space with cash, a 

check, or a credit card. Your class fee is not refundable, 
but you can use it as a credit for another class or 
purchase.  If signing up by phone or e -mail, please give us a credit 

card number to hold your place.  We will accept your personal check and 
will not cash it until the first day of class.  Please make sure that we have 

your name, address, and phone number in case we need to contact you 
before class.   
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We are proud underwriters 
of National Public Radio.  
Listen for us at WNIJ 89.5 
and WNIU 90.5 on your  
FM radio. Please consider 
making a donation..  

Shop Hours  

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ϧ CǊƛŘŀȅ  
мл ŀƳ ς р ǇƳΣ   

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ф ŀƳ - п ǇƳΣ  
{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ мн-п όŦǊƻƳ [ŀōƻǊ 5ŀȅ ǳƴǝƭ 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅύΣ  
/ƭƻǎŜŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ 
умр-офо-опмп 

Dave Samulowitz 
(Donnaõs dad) does some 
of our machine quilting.  
He is a veteran of the Air 
Force. 

What we doñ-We will machine quilt up to 4  square 

yards (63ó x 87ó) of a finished, pieced top at no 

charge . The quilting pattern will be an all -over pat-

tern. You do the binding and return it to Basketcases 

and we will to ship your quilt to it final destination.  

 

What to make?  

It is expected that you will use fabric and pattern ap-

propriate for a combat veteran. Make a quilt top and 

bring it to us. The size should be between 50ó x 60ó 

and 63ó x 87ó. We suggest  all cotton fabrics, and 

backings of flannel or cotton are especially great for 

burn victims and visually -impaired soldiers. Consider 

that there will be recipients of all races, creeds, color, 

and culture. And donõt forget that some of the wounded 

soldiers are women!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are now more than 41,000 U.S. wounded  

soldiers between Operation Iraqi Freedom and  

Operation Enduring Freedom/Afghanistan.  

 

Thereõs work to be done. 
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We are thrilled when community members and  

service groups who donõt quilt want to help. We  

accept monetary donations that help us purchase  

large rolls of batting we use for the Quilts of Valor 

and to help with the shipping costs.  

http://www.npr.org/
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vǳƛƭǘǎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƻǊτ{ǝƭƭ ŀǘ ²ŀǊΣ {ǝƭƭ ǉǳƛƭǝƴƎΦΦΦ  
The mission of the QOV Project is to 

cover ALL combat wounded and in-

jured service members from the 

War on Terror, whether physical or 

psychological wounds, with wartime 

quilts called Quilts of Valor .   

 

Because of you, we have donat-

ed nearly 200 donated quilts since we began 

the program!  

Itõs not about politics. It's about people.  
We learned about Quilts of Valor from one of our cus-

tomers. It seems that every day at the quilt shop there 

is a conversation about someoneõs family or friend 

serving in the War. American history tells is many sto-

ries of women making quilts for soldiers at war. Veter-

ans tell is about the excitement of receiving a quilt dur-

ing their time in the military. Families of soldiers tell us 

that their kids are asking for their  quilts from home.  

 

We launched Quilts of Valor on Memorial Day 2007 

hoping to get 10 quilts by Veteranõs Day. What a sur-

prise it was to have 27 quilts before November! As of 

2011, we have delivered nearly 200 quilts to the laps of 

American soldiers. We currently send our quilts to 

Hines Veteranõs Hospital in Chicago. The quilts are dis-

tributed through chaplains currently serving our peo-

ple in the military.     

 

You -the regular people of our com-

munity -veterans, quilters, busi-

ness people, and families of sol-

diers made this happen.  

Helping Others  
Page 3 

 Events for Spring 2012  

Nantucket Weekend  

April 12 -15, 2012  
Sturdy, beautiful and functional, Nan-
tucket baskets are indeed heirlooms 
to treasure. The beginner 6 inch 
basket is woven over a mold, on a 
lovely cherry base, using cane 
staves and weavers. Students will 
learn basic traditional Nantucket 
basketmaking techniques including 
carving staves, weaving, drilling, rim 
pinning and lashing. Class fee is 
$175-$250 
depending on 
the project 
and includes 
use of molds 
and tools 
during class.  

Rug Braiding  
March  17 & 18 2012  

You will learn all the basics of rug 
braiding. You can choose if you want 
to make a chair pad, an oval rug, or a 
round rug. You will learn how to lace 
your rug, how to change out colors, 
the importance of transitional rows in 
braiding and how to end your pro-
jects.  Class fee includes instruction. 
You may bring your own wool or pur-
chase at class. Your wool must be 
washed before class. Lunch is on us. 
Reserve a spot because space is 
limited.  

Tuition is $145 
See basketcasesunlimited.com or 
inthewool.com for more  
Information.  

A Garden of Ideas Shop Hop!  
Grab a friend and visit a variety of local 

shops over 4 days. Have the chance to win 

fabulous prizes and get great deals. Get a 

free quilt block pattern from each shop.  

May 3 - 6, 2012  
Thurs. 10 am - 8 pm,   

Fri. &  Sat. 10 am -5 pm,   
Sun. noon - 4 pm 

Visit our booth as Village Quilters Guild Presents:  

Quilts from the Village  
 

April 27, 2012 from  10 am -7 pm  
April 28, 2012 from  10 am -4 pm 

 

First Baptist Church  

1310 N. Main St.  

in Wheaton, IL  

Beth Hester from GH Productions in 
Scottsville, Kentucky is your instructor. 



4 
About our Classes For 2012  

We believe in the apprenticeship approach to learn-
ing pioneer crafts. We rarely have a class of more 
than 6 people. Also-if you have a project you would 
like to make but canõt find a class, give us a call and 
we may be able to create a class or steer you in the 
right direction. 

-ÁØȭÓ $ÉÓÃÏÕÎÔ #ÌÕÂ 
7Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÏÕÒ ÍÏÓÔ ÌÏÙÁÌ 
ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒÓ ÂÙ ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× 
ÄÉÓÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÓ 
ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ΣΡϷ Ïǟ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÔÁÉÌ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÓ 
ÏÆ ÆÁÂÒÉÃȟ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎÓȟ ÂÏÏËÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏȤ
ÔÉÏÎÓȢ  

0ÁÙ ΏΤΧ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÖÅ ΣΡϷ ÆÏÒ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ 

Hereõs our plan! 

For many years we have set up a specific schedule of 
classes only to make lots of date changes based on 
your individual requests.  Now we are simply telling 
you what we are willing to teach. Call or e -mail us and 
we will set up a time convenient for both of us. No 
minimum number of students, no headaches, no fuss. 
Just get it done! 815 -393-3414 

 

We are happy to make up a kit for you, 

but you have 30 days after order to 

pick it up and pay for it or we reserve 

the right to reshelf it.  

Remember you 

receive a 10% 

discount when  

you purchase your 

supplies for a 

class. 
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How to Prepare Your Quilt Top for Machine Quilting:  

 

In order to have your project to be ready for the quilting 

process, you will need to:  

 

¶ Have your quilt top pieced together  

¶ Your piece should be pressed  

¶ All loose threads should be clipped  

¶ You can prepare the backing (we have many wide 

back fabrics available for you to purchase)  

¶ You should choose the type of batting you would like 

to use (we have many to choose from )  

¶ The backing seams should be 1/2ó and should be 

pressed open  

¶ Both the batting and the backing should be at least 4 -6 

inches larger than the quilt top  

Machine Quilting  

How do I choose the right batting for my quilt?  
We offer  many types of batting that are suitable for all different 
types of needs:  
¶ Cotton-the traditional choice for most projects 
¶ Polyester-for your quilts that require high loft or puffiness 
¶ 50/50 blend-for some loft with the feel of cotton 
¶ Soy-Made of soybean protein fibers. This quilt batting has the lustre 

of silk and the feel of cashmere. The fibers are stronger than wool, 
cotton, or silk. They are naturally antibacterial and made with eco-
friendly materials. 

¶ Bamboo-A bamboo and cotton blend that is softer than cotton, bio-
degradable, hypo-allergenic, antibacterial, and eco-friendly. It will not 
shift or shed. 

¶ Woolï light and washable, wool batting is cool in summer, and warm 
in winter. It provides warmth without weight and absorbs moisture. 

We offer free estimates! Payment is due at time 
of pick up. We accept cash, personal checks,  
VISA, and MasterCard  



Machine Quilting  

As craftswomen we appreciate the time and talent you put into 

creating beautiful quilts for your friends and family.  We also 

know that you are busy people who have a variety of commit-

ments and finding time for quilting is often difficult.  

 

Our experience tells us that most quilters do not have the time 

or the skills for competent, detailed hand -quilting. Longarm 

quilters have become successful by helping people like you to 

finish their projects.   

 

In 2011 we completed nearly 600 machine quilted projects for 

you. Our grandmothers would have approved.  

 We have been providing machine quilting services since 

2002 and own and operate two Gammill Quilting machines at our 
shop.  The Gammill is manufactured in West Plains Missouri and is 

a highly technical piece of equipment. Our quilters have complet-
ed specific, specialized trainings offered through Gammill dealer-

ships. 

 Computer technology has enabled us to expand our abil-
ity to do more intricate designs and custom work through the use 

of the Statler Stitcher. By having two machines we are able to 
serve more customers with more options of quilting designs. Itôs 

all about making you look good and making your work the family 
heirlooms they deserve to be.  

Page 12 

Our Services 
Seamingï We can sew your back seams.  
Bastingï We can baste your quilt top to prepare for hand quilting.  
Bindingï We can machine attach and/or hand finish the binding of 
your quilt. 
Quilt Repairï We can do our best to repair minor irregularities.  
Antique Restoration-We can help you consider ways to preserve 
your family treasures.  
We offer many backing and batting options.  Because we val-
ue good quality materials, we encourage our customers to 
purchase batting and batting from our stock. We have a great 
selection of various types of batting and wide fabric for the 
back of your quilt (wide backs are typically 108ò wide rather 
than the traditional 44ò wide). 

Page 5 

Beginning Quilting - 
So maybe you have always wanted to make 

a quilt.  Now is the time to begin.  We are 

committed to helping you complete project 

so we will see you through to the finish. 

Weõll start where you are and move along 

until you are done. Weõll meet about a total 

of 8-10 hours in 4-5 sessions. 

 

Fee: $75 includes the book or pattern and instruction ðbut 

you will be responsible for fabric and quilting.  

Quilting and Sewing  

You Learn to Sew - 
Betty Crocker Award winner, Carolyn, will help you learn to sew.  

Maybe you never learned how to sew or maybe you havenôt 

picked up a needle in a very long time. So now is the time to get 
it in gear. You will become acquainted with a sewing machine, a 

needle (for hand stitches), and some other basic tools in sewing.  
We will complete some simple projects and talk about what your 

goals are in learning to sew.  We meet 4 times for about 2hrs. 

each time, but you arrange the time with us.  Fee is $60.00 which 
includes all basic supplies.  If you choose to make something 

more elaborate you will be responsible for the purchase of extras.  

Quilting Basics  
We have requests for specific skills that quilters want to im-

prove on. Sometimes we struggle with the simple things like 

measuring and putting on borders, what and how to square up, 

or how to cut those bias bindings.  Let us help you with some of 

these basics. 

 

Each class is $15.00 for about an hour.  You can bring a project 

you are working on for help or we will demonstrate from sam-

ples.  

 Choosing colors and patterns  

 Borders  

 Using specialty rulers  

 Blocks and squaring up  

 Binding your quilt  

  



Page 6  Baskets  

Donna has been teaching people to weave for more than 25 years. Start 
at the beginning if you like and learn to create the basic shapes used in 
all of basketry-ribbed baskets, plaited baskets, and round baskets. We 

begin using natural reed and can expand to 
incorporate a variety of materials.  
 

Basketmaking 101  
Learn to make 3 baskets in 4 sessions total-
ing about 14 hours. Instruction, patterns, 

materials preparation, use of tools and all 
materials for $120.  

Janice Basket  

This very functional tote basket, made in memory 
of our friend Janice Walden, works as well at 
home as it does at the grocery store. It measures 
12ò x 18ò, has two strong oak handles and is an 
extremely useful piece. Plan on about 6 hours of 
work. Fee: $70 includes pattern, materials, in-
struction, and use of tools.  

Egg Basket  

This classic basket is made using 10ò the Kentucky 
style ñeye and ribò construction technique. We will 
need about 8 hours of weaving time and youôll 
have a lifetime treasure. Fee: $60 includes pattern, 

instruction and all materials. 

Apple Basket  

This delightful little basket measures 10ò in diame-
ter and features a double bottom for strength. We 
can use color to make it cute or natural to make it 
traditional. Weaving takes about 6 hours. Fee: $50 
includes pattern, materials, instruction, and use of 
tools. 

�4�X�L�O�W�H�U�·�V���%�D�V�N�H�W 

This basket is light and sturdy, but deep 
enough to hold rulers and mats for quilters 
and craftspeople alike. Measuring 19ò x 6ò x 
17ò, it features two strong oak swing handles. 
Weaving takes about 8 hours. Fee: $80 and 
includes pattern, materials, and instruction. 

Page 11 Upcoming Events  

For more information see basketcasesunlimited.com  

8th Annual  

A Week in the Country Fall Shop Hop  
Sept 11-15, 2011 Tuesday �­Saturday  

We invite you to travel at your leisure through 

the countryside visiting a handful of rural quilt 
and specialty shops. Youôll have five days to 

enjoy great discounts and an opportunity to 
enter a fabulous drawing at each shop.  

Download your discount coupons and use one 

coupon at each shop.  

The òOriginaló Quilt  Shop Hop 
All the fun continues as we celebrate another fall season of quilting. 

This year's hop will be  

  Fridays and Saturdays  
   November 2nd & 3rd   

    November 9th & 10th  

from 9 am -5 pm  
  

Check our website for more details, but know that we 

have a number of great shops with discounts, fabulous 

gift baskets, and even a sewing machine. It doesnõt cost a thing-just 

show up at one of the shops, get the paperwork and get hoppin!  

 

 

 

 
 
 

�'�O�.�j�x�J���&�•�¦�Q�¤�h�� 
�4�¦�u�O�@�‘�U�a�›���*�¦�u�O�M 

 
Harvest of Quilts 2012  

 
Sat. September 29 10 am-5 pm 

 

Sun. September 30 11am-5 pm 

 

Sycamore Middle School  
(corner of Rte. 23 &  

Maplewood)  

150 N. Maplewood  

Sycamore 

www.dcqg.org  

Stacy Nash Stitchers 
 

We had a great workshop last 

summer with Stacy from Stacy 

Nash Primitives. We have invited 

her back for the fall of 2012 but 

have not set a date yet. Call or e -

mail if you are interested in join-

ing us. Visit stacynashprimi-

tives.com to view some of her 

patterns and beautiful work.  


